220      SCBIPTUEE DOOTEIN! OF CREATION.

Again, the doctrine of Creation, as revealed
in Scripture, is only the first page of a larger
and fuller message, which includes a foreseen
entrance of moral evil, with a long train of
attendant sufferings and sorrows. Wo are
plainly taught that the whole economy of God's
providence, here below, would comprise long
ages of moral warfare, and that cloud and dark-
ness would prepare the way for the final victory
of the Divine goodness. The lower creation,
it is also revealed, were framed with reference
to the high ends of God's moral dominion. It
is no complete whole in itself, but was made
subject to vanity through the sin of man.
The objection omits the human race, and limits
itself to the lower creatures only. But Christian
theology does not accept the artificial limita-
tion. For while the overplus of enjoyment m
all animal life may suffice to vindicat^tlic
Divine goodness from the charge of malevo-
lence, the variety and extent of the seeming
drawbacks and contrasts is referred constantly,
in Scripture, to the presence and spread of
moral evil.

The objection drafwn from the many kinds of
parasitic life, with tho resulting growth of
humbling and painful, and even dangerous dis-
eases, is removed by this higher view of God's